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CI VI CS 

Grade VI I     

Lesson 6.  Underst anding Media 

   
 

 

 

1. Which of  t hese is a par t  of  pr int  media? 

a. T.V.               b. Radio            c. Newspaper            d. None of  t hese  

2. Which invent ion has br ought  t he wor ld closur e? 

a. Typewr it er    b. Television      c. Telex                   d. None of  t hese 

3. Bet ween which per iod media was censor ed in I ndia? 

a. 1990-1992    b.  1975-1997   c. 1952-1954            d. 1978-1979 

4. Which t ype of  media is impor t ant  in a democr acy? 

a. Censor ed media    b. I ndependent  media  c. mass media      d. None of  t hese  

5. What  is Khabar  Lahr iya? 

a. Local magazine           b. st or y book        c.  Local newspaper          d. None of  t hese  

6. Cost  of  giving an adver t isement  depends upon t he popular it y of : 

               a. Model           b. Pr oduct                 c. Pr oducer             d. Channel 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Media is t he plur al of  t he wor d 

 a) mode b) medium c) low d) None of  t hese 

2.  Media ar e of  var ious t ypes 

 a) Pr int  media b) elect r onic media c) bot h of  t hese d) None of  t hese 

3. Elect r onic t ypewr it er  in j our nalism was invent ed in 

 a) 1920s b) 1940’s c) 1930’s d) None of  t hese 

4. The cost  of  an adver t isement  on a news channel is bet ween 

 a) Rs.500 t oRs.8000 per  10 sec. b) Rs.600 per  10 sec 

 c) Rs.1 per  10  sec  d) None of  t hese 

1. c 2. b 3. b 4. b 5. c 6. d 

I  Mult iple choice quest ions 

I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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5. When gover nment  cur bs news, it  is called. 

 a) r eliable b) censor ship c) bot h of  t hese d) none of  t hese 

6. Two newspaper s ar e. 

 a) I ndian expr ess b)  I ndia Daily c) bot h of  t hese d) none of  t hese 

7. Khabar  Lahr iya is a paper  of  

 a) Delhi b) Chit r akoot  c) Dehr adun d) none of  t hese 

8. Media main money comes f r om 

 a) Adver t ising b) Public r elat ions c) bot h of  t hese d) none of  t hese 

 

 

 

 

1. Which is / ar e example /  examples of  mass media? 

 a) Television b) Radio c) Newspaper   d)  All of  t hese 

2. Who invent ed t elevision? 

 a) J .L. Bair d b) Mumbai c) Newt on  d) Thomas Edison  

3. An independent  media means t hat .  

 a) No one should cont r ol and inf luence it s cover age of  news. 

 b) No one should t ell t he media what  can be included and what  should not  be included in a 

news st or y. 

 c) Bot h a) and b)  d) None of  t he t wo 

4. The per iod of  Emer gency was 

 a) Fr om 1970 t o 1977 b) 1975 t o 1977 

 c) Fr om 1980 t o 1981 d) Fr om 1983 t o 1986 

5. What  is Khabar  Lahr iya? 

 a) I t  is a local magazine b) I t  is a st or y book 

 c)  I t  is a local newspaper   d) None of  t he above  

  

1) d 2) a 3) c 4) b 5) c 

 

 

 

1. b 2.  c 3. b 4. a 5. b 6. c 7. b 8.a 

I I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. Which of  t he f ollowing ar e f or ms of  media? 

 a) TV b) Radio c) Newspaper  d) All of  t hese  

2. I n which of  t he f ollowing is pr int  media? 

 a) Newspaper  b) T.V. c) Radio d) Television 

3. Which has br ought  t he wor ld closer  t o us? 

 a) Television b) Tape r ecor der  c) Typewr it er  d) None of  t hese 

4. Which t ype of  media of f er  a lar ge var iet y of  inf or mat ion t o suit  t he t ast e of  dif f er ent  

 r eader s? 

 a) Elect r onic media b) Pr int  media c) Mass media d) All of  t hese 

5. Which is t he main sour ce of  income of  media? 

 a) Adver t isement s b) Ar t icles c) Gener al news d) None of  t hese 

6. On which basis ar e t he cost  of  adver t isement  set ? 

 a) Popular it y of  channel b) Popular it y of  pr oduct  

 c) Bot h a) and b)  d) None of  t hese 

7. Which wor d is used t o r ef er  t o a T.V. or  r adio pr ogr amme t hat  is widely t r ansmit t ed? 

 a) Publish  b) Br oadcast  

 c) Censor ship  d) Public pr ot est  

8. When did I ndia censor  t he media? 

 a) When t her e was Emer gency in 1975 – 77 

 b) When P.M. I ndir a Gandhi was Assassinat ed 

 c) When bomb blast s t ook place 

 d) None of  t he above 

9. Gover nment  cont r ol over  t he media is known as: 

 a) Fact ual b) censor ship c) I ndependence d) Emer gency 

 

 

 

 

 

1. d 2. a 3. a 4. b 5. a  6.  a 7. b 8. a 9. b 

I V Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. Media is t he plural f or m of  t he wor d ________. 

2. The dif f er ent  t echnologies t hat  _______ media use ar e expensive. 

3. An ________ media is impor t ant  in our  democr acy.  

4. ________ has a ver y impor t ant  r ole in our  lives. 

5. Changing ______ helps media t o r each mor e people. 

6. _______ has enabled us t o t hink of  our selves as member s of  a lar ger  global 

wor ld. 

7. ______ channels and newspaper s ar e t he par t  of  big business houses.  

8. Wit h _______ t ypewr it er s, j our nalism under went  a change in t he ______. 

9. _____ impr oves t he qualit y of  t he sound and t he images t hat  we see.  

10. At  t imes media is pr event ed f r om publishing a st or y, t his is called. 

 

 

 

 

1. Newspaper s can r each   _________________of  people.  

2. _________________ helps media t o r each mor e people. 

3. TV channels ar e a par t  of  _________________ houses. 

4. Media helps in _________________ event s. 

5. Sever al local gr oups come t o st ar t  t heir  _________________ media. 

 

 

 

 

1. Medium  

2. Mass 

3. I ndependent   

4. Television  

5. Technology  

6. Television  

7. Most  t elevision  

8. Elect r onic, 1940 

9. Changing t echnology  

10. Censor ship 

i) millions 
2. Moder n 

t echnology 
3. big business 4. discussing 5. Own 

 I  Fill in the blanks 

 I I  Fill in the blanks 
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1. Media of t en f ails t o f ocus on ______________ t hat  ar e signif icant  in our  lives. 

2. An _________media is impor t ant  in a democr acy. 

3. Mass media uses dif f er ent  t echnologies t hat  ar e ver y ______________. 

4. ______________ has enabled us t o t hink of  our selves as member s of  a lar ger  global wor ld. 

5. Most  t elevision channels and ______________ ar e par t  of  big ______________ houses.     

1. I ssues 2. I ndependent  3. expensive 4. Television 
5. newspaper s, 

business 

 

 

 

 

1. I ndependent  media plays a  _________________ r ole in a democr at ic count r y. 

2. _________________  and _________________ ar e a r ecent  phenomena in t he media. 

3. Mass media ear ns money t hr ough _________________ 

4. Wit h _________________ t ypewr it er s, j our nalism under went  a change in t he 

_________________. 

5. At  t imes media is pr event ed f r om publishing a st or y, t his is called _________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. signif icant  2. Cable T.V., I nt er net  3. adver t isement s 
4. elect r onic, 

1940’s 
5. censor ship 

 I I I  Fill in the blanks 

 I V Fill in the blanks 
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a) Newspaper   

b) Adver t isement s  

c) Emer gency in 1975-77 

d) Censor ship  

e) Media  

i) Sour ce of  income of  media  

ii) I mpor t ant  r ole in democr acy 

iii) Gover nment  cont r ol over  media  

iv) Pr int  media  

v) I ndia censor ed t he media  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a.  iv b. i c. v d. iii e. ii 

Column A Column B 

1. TV a) Document ar y 

2. I mage Tr avel b) Coca-cola 

3. Qualit y st andar ds c) TV 

4. Films on daily lif e d) Mass Media 

i)  d ii) c iii) b iv) a 

 I  Mat ch the columns 

 I I  Mat ch the columns 
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Column A Column B 

1. TV, r adio, newspaper s a) An ear ly t elevision 

2. TV and r adio  b) Dur ing 1975-1977 

3. The t elevisor  c) Repor t s on Dalit  issues 

4. Media was censor ed d) Mass media 

5. Khabar  Lahr iya e) Elect r onic media 

1) d 2) e 3) a 4) b 5)  c 

Column A Column B 

1. J .L. Bair d a) 1940’s 

2. Khabar  Lahr iya  b) Revolut ionized mass media 

3. Sat ellit e c) Televisor  

4. A Gut enber g d) local paper  in U.P 

5. Elect r onic t ypewr it er  e) Pr int ing pr ess 

1. c 2. d 3. b 4. e 5. a 

 I V Mat ch the columns 

 I I I  Mat ch the columns 
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1. Changing Technologies help media t o r each mor e people.      ( ) 

2. Media can be divided int o pr int  media and elect r onic media. ( ) 

3. Media is t he plur al f or m of  t he wor d middle                         ( ) 

4. Television has made us t hink of  our selves as global cit izens. ( ) 

5. Balanced r epor t  discusses only one point  of  view or  one side of  st or y. ( ) 

 

 

 

 1. Mass media is const ant ly t hinking of  ways t o make money 

 2. Media plays  a ver y impor t ant  r ole in pr oviding news. 

 3. Media is always independent  while r epor t ing 

 4. Media is impor t ant  f or  a t r ue democr acy.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Newspaper s and magazines ar e examples of  pr int  media. 

2. Media gives us news of  dif f er ent  kinds and t hus makes us awar e of  what  is happening ar ound 

 us. 

3. Mass media has not hing t o do wit h t he lat est  t echnology. 

4. Adver t isement s ar e not  r epeat ed as it  cost s much. 

5. Censor ship goes in t he f avour  of  t he media. 

  

1. Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. False 5. False 

 

 

1  Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3.  False 4. Tr ue 5. False 

i) Tr ue ii) Tr ue iii) False iv) Tr ue 

 I  True or False 

I I  True or False 

I I I  True or False 
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1.  What  do you mean by mass media? 

Media t hat  r eaches lar ge number  of  people or  t he masses, acr oss t he count r y and 

t he wor ld is called mass media. For  example Television, r adio, newspaper  et c. 

2.  What  is Censorship? 

 Censor ship r ef er s t o t he power  t hat  t he gover nment  has t o disallow media f r om 

showing or  publishing cer t ain issues. 

3. Ment ion any one posit ive aspect  of  t elevision. 

 Television has enabled us t o t hink of  our selves as member s of  a lar ger  global 

wor ld. 

4.  What  do you mean by balanced report ? 

 A balanced r epor t  is one t hat  discusses all t he point s of  view of  a par t icular  

st or y and t hen leaves it  t o t he r eader  t o make up his mind. 

5.  What  do you mean by f act ual inf ormat ion? 

 Fact ual inf or mat ion is t he inf or mat ion about  a par t icular  news or  issue t hat  is 

of t en not  complet e and can be one sided. 

6.  Why is it  necessary f or media t o be independent ? 

 I f  media would be independent  t hen only it  can wr it e a balanced r epor t . 

7.  What  do you mean by publish? 

 Publish means news r epor t s, ar t icles, st or ies t hat  ar e pr int ed in newspaper s, 

magazines, books et c. f or  a wide audience t o r ead. 

 

 

 

 

 Very Short  Answer Quest ions  

Chapt er Pract ice 
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1.  How has t elevision brought  t he world closer? 

 Television has enabled us t o t hink of  our selves as member s of  a lar ger  global 

wor ld. Television images t r avel huge dist ances t hr ough sat ellit es and cables. This 

allows us t o view news and ent er t ainment  channels f r om ot her  par t s of  t he wor ld. 

Most  of  t he car t oons which we wat ch on TV ar e f r om J apan or  t he USA. We can 

now be sit t ing in any par t  of  t he count r y and can see t he incident s t aking place in 

any par t  of  t he wor ld. Thus, t elevision has br ought  t he wor ld closer . 

2.  Describe t he relat ionship bet ween media and t echnology.  

(i) Changing t echnology helps media t o r each mor e people. I t  also impr oves t he 

qualit y of  sound and images. 

(ii)  Cast e TV and used of  I nt er net  ar e some examples of  t echnology in media. 

(iii)  Newspaper s, magazines, et c. ar e called pr int  media and t hey use var ious 

t echnologies t o pr esent  t he mat er ial in an eye-cat ching way. TV, radio  ar e 

called elect r onic media and t hey have br ought  t he wor ld closer  t o us. 

3.  What  do you mean by an independent  media? Why is it  import ant  f or t he 

media t o be independent ? 

An independent  media means t hat  no one should cont r ol and inf luence it s 

cover age of  news. No one should suggest  t he media what  can be included and 

what  cannot  be included in a news st or y. 

An independent  media is impor t ant  in a democr acy. I t  is on t he basis of  t he 

inf or mat ion t hat  t he media pr ovides t hat  we t ake act ion as cit izens. Hence, t his 

inf or mat ion must  be r eliable and not  biased at  all. 

4. There are several inst ances when t he media f ails t o f ocus on issues which 

are import ant  f or us.  Comment . 

(i) Ther e ar e sever al inst ances when t he media f ails t o f ocus on issues which ar e 

impor t ant  f or  us. 

 Short  Answer Quest ions  
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For  example, Dr inking wat er  is a maj or  pr oblem in t he count r y, ever y year , 

t housands of  people suf f er  due t o lack of  saf e dr inking wat er . 

Media does not  f ocus on t his issue. 

(ii) The media f ocuses (on) such issues like t he f ashion week which pr ovide(s) 

t hem huge money. 

(iii) But  it  did not  r epor t  t he demolit ion of  slums in Mumbai at  all as t he slum 

dweller s did not  pay t hem.  

(iv) As cit izens of  a democr acy, t he media has a ver y impor t ant  r ole t o play in 

our  lives because it  is t he media which highlight s t he bur ning issues. 

5.  Writ e a short  not e on “Set t ing the agenda”.  

 The media decides t he issues and st or ies t o f ocus on. This is called “set t ing 

t he agenda”. The gover nment  t hr ough censor ship pr event s cer t ain st or ies t o  be 

published. Media’s r elat ionship wit h business houses af f ect s balanced r epor t ing.  

 I t  is t her ef or e, impor t ant  t hat  we do not  r ely t oo much on one sided f act ual 

r epor t ing. We should ask quest ions like what  is t he inf or mat ion  I  am get t ing and 

what  is not  pr ovided. 

6.  Media Plays an import ant  role in democracy.  Elucidat e.  

Media plays an impor t ant  r ole in pr oviding news and discussing event s in 

t he count r y and t he wor ld. This helps cit izens t o lear n about  f unct ioning of  

gover nment . Cit izens can t ake act ions based on t he news. They can t ake act ions 

based on t he news. They can wr it e let t er s t o minist er s or  or ganise a public 

pr ot est . Signat ur e campaign may be st ar t ed t o make gover nment  r et hink on 

cer t ain issues. 
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1.  What  are t he expectat ions concerning t he roles of  women and men in our 

societ y? 

1. What  is t he r ole of  media in a democr acy?  

(i) Media plays a ver y signif icant  r ole in a democr acy. I t  pr ovider s news 

and discusses event s r elat ed t o t he count r y or  wor ld.  

(ii) I t  helps t he cit izens t o know about  t he working of  t he gover nment , and 

if  r equir ed, br ing f or t h t he pr oblems.  

(iii) Media helps t he people of  ar ound t he wor ld t o known and under st and 

about  what  is going on in ot her  par t s of  t he wor ld. 

(iv) Media helps by “set t ing t he agenda” and helps people t o or ganize 

pr ot est s  

(v) Media pr opagat es t he policies and pr ogr ammes of  t he gover nment  and 

cr it icizes t he unpopular  policies.  

(vi) I t  r epor t s cr imes, mishappenings and cr eat es opinion about  t hem as 

well. 

2.  Why do most  newspapers st ill f ail in providing a balanced st ory? 

Most  newspaper s st ill f ail in pr oviding a balanced st or y- 

(i) Resear cher s in t he f ield of  media have said t hat  t his happens because 

business houses cont r ol t he media. So, it  is in t he int er est  of  t hese 

business houses t hat  only one side of  t he st or y is f ocused. 

(ii) Media’s cont inual need f or  money and it s links t o adver t ising means t hat  

it  becomes dif f icult  f or  media t o r epor t  against  people who give t hem 

adver t isement s. Media is, t hus, no longer  consider ed independent  

because of  it s close links t o business. 

(iii) Apar t  f r om t his, t he media also t ends t o f ocus on a par t icular  aspect  of  

a st or y because t hey believe t his makes t he st or y int er est ing. Also, if  

t hey want  t o incr ease public suppor t  f or  an issue, t hey of t en do t his by 

f ocusing on one side of  a st or y. 

Long  Answer Quest ions  
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3.  Why are t he lat est  t echnologies cost ly? 

(i) Ther e ar e dif f er ent  t echnologies t hat  media use t oday and t hese ar e 

cost ly. T.V. st udio wit h camer as, sound r ecor der s, light s, t r ansmission 

and sat ellit es cost  a lot  of  money. 

(ii) News st udio or  ser ial pr oduct ion r equir e t he ser vices of  lar ge number  

of  people like r eader s, camer aman, act or s, pr oduct ion unit s, et c and 

t heir  salar ies add t o t he expenses. 

(iii) Elect r onic media also involves money. 

(iv) Pr int  media needs of f ices, machines, people t o wor k on t hem, people 

wor k r elat ed like r epor t ing, get t ing adver t isement s, mar ket ing or  

selling, all t his again coat  a lot  of  money. 

(v) Mor eover , t he t echnology keeps on changing, and t he media has t o keep 

pace wit h t hat  which it self  is cost ly. 

4.  Describe t he ways by which mass media makes money.   

Ther e ar e many ways t hr ough which mass media makes money: 

(i) Adver t isement s ar e t he maj or  way t o make money, Dif f er ent  pr oduct s 

like soaps, car s, clot hes, cr eams et c. give adver t isement s t o at t r act  

consumer s. 

(ii) Adver t isement s ar e r epeat ed dur ing t elecast  of  movies, ser ials and 

mat ches.  

(iii) The money ear ned depends upon t he popular it y of  t he pr ogr amme and 

number  of  t imes t he adver t isement  is r epeat ed. 

(iv) Anot her  way is by doing pr omot ional act ivit ies and making t heir  

pr esence f elt  so t hat  lar ge  number  of  people see t heir  channels or  buy 

magazines or  newspaper s. 

(v) Newspaper s have pr int  adver t isement  in var ious cat egor ies along wit h 

wor t h inf or mat ion under  t he cat egor ies like buy or  sell, about  buy or  

r ent  and also obit uar ies. 
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5.  Enlist  t he causes why media is not  said to be independent ? 

The media is f ar  f r om independent  due t o cer t ain r easons: 

(i) The gover nment  has a cont r ol over  media: 

 Due t o Censor ship a news it em, scenes f r om movies or  songs ar e 

not  shar ed wit h public.  

 Dur ing t he Emer gency 1975-1997 gover nment  censor ed t he 

media.  

 Gover nment  censor  t he f ilms but  it  r eally does not  censor  media 

cover age of  news. 

 Despit e t he absence of  censor ship on news, most  newspaper s ar e 

unable t o pr ovide a balanced st or y. 

(ii) This is due t o t he cont r ol of  business houses over  t he media: 

 News ar e given based on t he int er est  of  t he business houses. 

 Media needs money which it  get s f r om adver t isement s.  

 I t  becomes dif f icult  f or  t hem t o r epor t  against  t hose who give 

adver t isement s. 

 So media is not  independent  due t o it s business links. 

(iii) Need f or  suppor t  f or  an issue: 

 Media t ends t o f ocus on par t icular  aspect  t o make st or y 

int er est ing. 

 Also if  t hey want  public suppor t , t hey f ocus on one side of  t he 

st or y. 

 

 

 

 


